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Here are a few suggestions to help you get the most out of this resource:


Group Members

1 .	Read Day 1 through Day 5 prior to attending the group time .
Complete the personal learning activities in bold type . Record your notes and questions .
2 . Review your notes and questions a few moments prior to the group time as a means of preparing to be an active part of the group .
3 . In the margins of this book, record insights gained during the group time .


Group Leader

1 .	Complete step 1 above .
2 . Identify the one main idea and goal for the session . The main point of the session and the goal are printed on the leader guide pages at the end of each session . (See p . 18 .) Focus on the session goal as you lead the session .

The main point of this session is: God’s grace through Jesus’s sacrifice transforms our spiritual ruin into righteousness through faith.
Focus on this goal: Salvation is not earned by works but is a free gift available to all through faith in Christ.
Key Bible Passage: Romans 3:23-24

Leader Guide












3 . Read and study the key Bible passages listed at the top of the teaching plan .
4 . Develop a group time plan . Two options are offered in this book .
· One option is to follow the leader guide at the end of each session .
· A second option is to use the discussion questions in the margins of the session . Some group leaders use a combination of both group time plans .
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Before the Session
1. You’ll continue to use the large paper labeled “Grace” throughout this series. Today you’ll look at it in Step 1 and add to it in Step 7.
2. Bring an item from home that has been restored or refurbished. If the item is too large, take a photo and be ready to share that with your class. You’ll do that in Step 1.
3. Bring hymnals to class again, or have lyrics to “Nothing But the Blood of Jesus” ready for Step 7.


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion
Open class by directing learners’ attention to the restored item (or photo of an item) you brought to class.
Share how the work was accomplished, how long it took, and so on.
With exaggeration, point out that the item itself did not do any of the work; it was you (or your spouse, whomever took on the project) that is 100% responsible for the transformation.
Point to the large “Grace” poster you wrote on last week and briefly review what you discussed.
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The main point of this session is: God’s grace through Jesus’s sacrifice transforms our spiritual ruin into righteousness through faith.
Focus on this goal: Salvation is not earned by works but is a free gift available to all through faith in Christ.
Key Bible Passage: Romans 3:23-24
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DI SC U S S
When might a visit to a library be
overwhelming? When might it be exciting?

Discussion Questions
masterwork.lifeway.com
5 . Customize the electronic versions of the suggested teaching plans, available on the Internet at masterwork .lifeway .com to fit your group .
6 . Review and refine your teaching notes as you move toward the group time .
7 .	Arrive early, praying for the group time .








Customizable Teaching Plan
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The main point of this session is: Christianity is a reasonable faith, rooted in real history, grounded in reliable Scripture, and worthy of our confidence .
Focus on this goal: Strengthen your confidence in the truth of Christianity by seeing its historical foundation and the reliability of Scripture .
Key Bible Passages: Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30-31; 1 Corinthians 15: 3-8;
1 Peter 3:15

Before the Session

1 . Before learners arrive, write: “What can I believe? What should I not believe?” on a board or large piece of paper . You’ll use this in Step 1 .
2 . Beneath the question on the board, draw a simple chain . You’ll use this in Step 5 .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

As learners arrive, direct their attention to the question on the board .
Start the discussion by asking: Can you believe everything on the internet? What about on the news? Can you believe everything you hear from a pulpit? How about a podcast? How about in a Christian book? Get everyone in the group to this starting point: Say: We must be wary about what we hear or read, and we must learn to discern fact from fiction.
Explain that your text over the next seven weeks will help your group develop a strong foundation for believing that the Bible is a trustworthy text and worthy of confidence .

STEP 2 - Turtles All the Way Down

Direct your group to the introductory page of this study in the MasterWork
Guide .
Read aloud the short biography of Greg Gilbert, our author of the book that will be our text over the coming weeks .
Summarize or read the introduction of the book on the same page . Then
enlist a volunteer to read aloud the opening words of Day 1 .
Say: Not all of us can say—with confidence—that we believe the Bible as our author does; but let’s commit to studying and reading this text in the hopes that, by the end of our study, we can.
Use the text from Day 1 to explain circular logic (using the same truth to prove that truth) and the idea of “turtles all the way down .” Note that
rationalists, logicians, traditionalists, and every system of belief can easily rest their foundation on circular logic .
STEP 3 - Presuppositions Examined

Read aloud the definitions of presuppositions and epistemology in Day 2 of the MasterWork Guide .
Engage your group in considering a few presuppositions that most Christians hold, such as Jesus’s identity as both God and man, God is the Creator of the universe, etc .
Stress that some presuppositions are false; even if we’ve believed something for our entire lives, that does not make it true .
Invite a volunteer to read Hebrews 11:1-3,6 aloud, and help your group see that these were the presuppositions for the writer of Hebrews and, it seems, for his readers .
STEP 4 - Christianity as History

Ask: When I say the word “history,” does that word create a positive or negative connotation for you?
Invite your group to answer by responding with either a thumbs up or thumbs down .
Summarize the opening paragraphs of Day 2, pointing out that the original authors of the New Testament intended for it to be considered as real, accurate history .

Assign volunteers to look up each of the Scriptures in Activity 1 . As the volunteers read them aloud, consider that each passage points to the historical accuracy of the New Testament .
STEP 5 - A Chain of Reliability

Direct your group to the sketch of the chain on the board . Use the numbered list in Day 4 to consider the “chain of five big questions” as presented by our author .
Draw attention to the “T” word (italicized in each item) and label the links of your chain with those words .
Then point to the second numbered list in Day 4 and consider the implications of confirming the five Ts and its necessity for confirming the historical reliability of the New Testament .
STEP 6 - Building Historical Confidence

Ask: What is 2 plus 2? What’s the square root of 9?
Ask: What impact did Abraham Lincoln have on American history?
Explain that there is a difference between mathematical certainty and historical confidence; in finding confidence in the Bible, historical confidence is the goal .
Using the Day 5 text, help your group consider that we cannot have firsthand experience or proof of these ancient documents; our historical confidence will need to provide sufficient grounds for action .
Invite a volunteer to read aloud the last two paragraphs of Day 5 . Ask: Can we all set the standard of historical confidence and a flyover of the arguments as the goal of our study over the next few weeks?
STEP 7 - Practical Application – Live Out the Session

Ask: Why is this study important to us today? Is it really necessary? After a few volunteers have answered, invite your group to turn to Matthew 28 and read aloud verses 18-20 .
Say: This is our great commission; if it is true, then it impacts everything we know, seek, believe, say, and do. If it’s false, we’re wasting our time and energy. Let’s be diligent students to find out the truth.
Close in prayer.
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The main point of this session is: We can trust the Bible because it has been translated carefully and faithfully, allowing us to hear God’s Word clearly today .
Focus on this goal: Grow in confidence that the Bible you read accurately communicates what God intended .
Key Bible Passages: 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21

Before the Session

Before learners arrive, write the following on a board: “Is translation between languages easy? How can we know that the Bible was translated well?” You’ll use these questions in Step 1 .
Take a few moments to search for some funny “public sign translation fails” and send them to your group ahead of the session .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

As learners arrive, engage a few in personal discussions about the difficulties of translating information from a different language .
As your group takes their seats, share some of the general struggles in translating, particularly for those untrained in linguistics (the study of language and its structure), which is most everyone .
Direct attention to the second question on the board and assure your group that it is logical and reasonable to ask this question; however, we must agree that we are asking from a position of being untrained in this specialty and must seek understanding from those who are experts .

STEP 2 - Clear Communication

Briefly summarize the author’s search for funny mistranslations and compare his experience to those you found before the session and shared with your group .
Stress that, in the author’s narrative, he found that the funny mistranslations were nonexistent when he visited the country for the Olympics . When accurate translations are the focus, they are possible .
Read aloud the last line from Day 1: Can we be confident that what we’re reading in our own language accurately reflects what the author meant to say in his? and engage your group in considering their own answers and sharing them aloud .
STEP 3 - Is Translation Even Possible?

Invite a volunteer to read the opening paragraph of Day 2 aloud . Direct your group to the Greek passage on page 23 of Day 2 . Read aloud the English translation that follows in your Guide .
Ask: Which of these words would you consider to be of vital importance to the translation?
Instruct individuals to underline the words in the passage that are integral to the meaning of the text . As a group, share aloud the words that were underlined .
Then invite a few volunteers with different Bible translations to read the passage aloud .
Ask: Does it seem that most Bible translators agree on the primary words of this passage?
STEP 4 - The Task of Translation

Read or summarize the author’s experience in translating communication between his father and his son, who both speak Americanized English but are from different generations and have different sayings or expressions .
Note the difference in “Kidspeak” and “Boomerspeak” and engage a few volunteers to share similar experiences in their own families .
Explain that we can easily see this in the Bible: invite your group to turn to Genesis 29:17, which describes Jacob’s wife Leah . Most translations describe her eyes as weak, tender, delicate, attractive, lovely, or ordinary, depending on the Bible, and we’re not even sure what that means .

Stress that, even as teens and grandparents struggle to share the same language, we are 2000 years removed from much of what is written in the Bible; some of it is totally lost to the idioms of that time .
STEP 5 - Why So Many Bible Versions?

Do a quick survey of the different Bibles in your group, both the translations and the different editions .
Ask for a show of hands for group members who regularly use more than one translation; ask them about some benefits of each .
Direct your group to the different translations of Mark 10:50 on page 28 of Day 4, noting the slight variations but pointing out that all reveal the same story using synonyms .
Point out that when we compare the different translations side-by-side, a clearer picture of the scene is actually revealed .
STEP 6 - Different Translations, Different Uses

As a group, consider the list of four items (Day 5) that we should keep in mind as we consider different translations .
Share the different ways you use a Bible in your everyday life (devotionally, preparing to teach, studying, counseling others, etc .) and why you may choose one Bible over another .
Point out that new believers may find an easier-to-understand translation much more valuable for their newborn faith!
Encourage group members to lose their prejudices against certain translations that others use as long as they are biblically sound .
STEP 7 - Practical Application – Live Out the Session

Invite your group to turn to the opening pages of their Bibles and find the introduction page that points to the reasons for that translation .
Encourage your group to find confidence in the scholarship of the group of translators and the focus on the scholarly approach to translation .
Challenge your group to consider using a variety of sound translations in their own reading and study of the Bible .
Close with prayer, thanking the Lord for the men and women who worked untold hours to bring His Word to our language .

34 
W H Y	T R U S T	T H E	B I B L E ?

35 

S E S S I O N	3


Leader Guide

46 

S E S S I O N	3
47 




The main point of this session is: We can trust the Bible because its text has been carefully preserved and reliably transmitted through history .
Focus on this goal: Gain assurance that the Scriptures have been faithfully handed down and can be read with confidence .
Key Bible Passages: Isaiah 40:8; Matthew 5:18

Before the Session

1 . Have a writing utensil and a piece of paper for each group member . Be ready to set a timer for sixty seconds . You’ll use these in Step 1 .
2 . Have a board or large piece of paper and marker handy . You’ll use this in Step 4 .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

Give each learner a piece of paper and a pen . Instruct your group to turn to Matthew 5:18 in their personal Bibles and state: I need each of you to write this verse exactly as it appears in your Bible. You have sixty seconds. Go!
Be strict about the time allowed and instruct your group to drop their pens as time expires .
Invite each learner to check their work carefully . Ask: Did they skip any words? Miss a letter? Ignore punctuation? Most importantly: Did they absorb the passage as they wrote it?
Explain that in this week’s study, you’ll turn your attention to the people who transcribed the Gospels .

STEP 2 - The Transmission Question

Give a brief overview of the concern presented in the opening paragraphs of Day 1: Some people charge that, because we do not have the original documents of the Gospels, we can’t be certain that the translations we have are even based on the correct texts.
Invite a volunteer to read the paragraph that begins “Let’s think about” from Day 1, as well as the next paragraph, aloud .
Engage your group in considering the questions in that second paragraph and reflecting on their own confidence in the copies we have of the New Testament . As a group, consider the term “manuscripts” and its definition in the Day 1 content .
STEP 3 - Mind the Gap!

Instruct your group to grab their pens and follow along silently as you read the opening paragraph of Day 2 . As you read, they should underline any text that points to the timeline concerning the Gospel manuscripts .
Ask: How does our minute-by-minute world shape our opinions about the gap between the original documents and the earliest manuscripts still in existence?
Use the Day 2 information to stress that the original documents would have likely been preserved in order to make copies; not “copies of copies of copies” as some people might imagine .
Engage your group in considering the fact that scribes were not jotting down notes; this was their profession and they took it seriously .
STEP 4 - Five Hundred Thousand Differences?

Write the following on the board: “500,000,” “138,000,” “275,000,” and “5400 .”
Challenge your group to find each of these numbers in the Day 3 text .
As they are discovered, write the words represented by these numbers . [The answers are “variants,” “words in the New Testament,” “significant differences” and “extant manuscripts .” The word “extant” means “surviving or existent .”]
As a group, consider that the number of variants covers every copy of the surviving text, spread out over thousands of copies .

Ask: How can we consider our own imperfections, even in our jobs, as an explanation of the variants in Scripture?
STEP 5 - Like Solving a Logic Puzzle

Invite your group to read the first two paragraphs of the Day 4 text silently .
Ask: Did you catch all those mistakes as you read them the first time? What does that reveal about the human mind and our attention to detail? Do you recall a time when you switched, substituted, skipped, or repeated something that you yourself wrote recently?
Be prepared to give an overview of the two passages about the Civil War and of how we can rationally conclude what was changed, why, and the reasoning behind it .
STEP 6 - We Know What They Wrote

Read aloud the opening paragraph of Day 5 . Take a brief pause and then read the opening sentence again .
Stress that quality translators always note the discrepancies and that “not a single doctrine of orthodox Christianity depends solely on a questioned portion of the biblical text .”
Invite your group to turn to Matthew 5:22 and notice whether or not the phrase “without cause” is addressed in the text notes . If you have a Bible that diligently reports text variations, you may want to point out a few others .
Remind your group that this self-reporting of variations isn’t proof that the Bible is incorrect, but that the transcribers are careful to report discrepancies .
STEP 7 - Practical Application - Live Out the Session

Invite a volunteer to read aloud the last paragraph of Day 5 .
Invite your group to turn to 2 Timothy 3:10-17 .
Ask: According to Paul’s message in this passage, how does the human element point others to Christ? How do believers need both the Bible and other Christians to truly understand God’s story?
Encourage your group to work together to know, understand, fear, and believe the Bible .
Close in prayer.
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The main point of this session is: We can trust the New Testament because the early church carefully recognized and received the right books as reliable witnesses to Jesus .
Focus on this goal: Know that the books of the New Testament are the right ones, wisely received and faithfully preserved to give us a true picture of who Jesus is .
Key Bible Passages: 1 John 1:1-4

Before the Session

1 . Have a board and marker on hand . You’ll use it in Step 5 .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

Consider a good-natured group member present today and mentally choose a close family member of his or hers . (For example, if Tom is present and you have met his son, Brett, that’s the perfect candidate .) Invite the group member to the front and say, “Tom, I don’t know your son (or mother, brother, etc .) very well, but I thought you might be able to help me .”
Take just a moment to ask him about Brett’s full name, favorite ice cream flavor, first car, favorite movie, and so forth .
After the interview, thank your member for his time and say to the group: We didn’t really meet Brett today, but do you feel like you know him? Why?
Point out that, because Tom knows Brett well, you trust his witness .
Stress that this week’s focus is that we can know who Jesus is because the early church received the books of the Gospels as reliable witnesses to Jesus .

STEP 2 - What Is a Canon?

As a group, consider the definition of the word canon in the Day 1 content .
Read aloud the second paragraph of Day 1 .
Ask: Before this week, did you consider the New Testament to be part of a conspiracy? Did you wonder about the authenticity of the books and how they were chosen?
Engage your group in considering the significance of the Bible’s canon consisting of books of historical confidence because we believe they teach us who Jesus is and how we are to live .
Ask: If you lived in the first century and helped codify the books of the Bible, what standards would you have set?
STEP 3 - A Whole Sea of Gospels?

Ask: Why might people believe that the New Testament canon is part of a conspiracy?
Read aloud the second and third paragraphs of Day 2, stressing the phrases “first century” and “second century” so that your group hears plainly that the texts from the first century and early second century are all in doctrinal agreement; only those over 100 years removed from the death of Jesus disagree with those earliest documents .
Invite your studious group members to share some additional insights they gleaned about the New Testament canon from the Day 2 information . If no one mentions the accounts of Irenaeus of Lyons, Justin Martyr, or Papias, enlighten your group about the early church’s confidence in the four Gospels .
STEP 4 - They Didn’t Choose—They Received

Ask for a show of hands: How many of you chose your first car? How many of you received your first car? What is the difference?
Use the Day 3 information to point out that the early Christians would not have described the canonization as the process of choosing, but made it clear that they had received these books .
Read aloud the paragraph that begins “This isn’t just” and engage
your group in discussing its significance .
Invite a volunteer to read aloud Acts 17:11 and 1 Corinthians 11:23, noting the word “received” in both passages .

STEP 5 - They Had Good Reasons

Say: Let’s consider the four criteria that became the primary tests for the books that became the New Testament.
Write “1 . Apostolicity, 2 . Antiquity, 3 . Orthodoxy, 4 . Universality” on the board in a list .
Explain that these standards can be found in the Muratorian Canon, a Greek document from the late second century . Together with your group, walk through the descriptions found in the Day 4 text and jot down a simple definition for each term .
STEP 6 - Do We Have the Right Books?

Direct your group to the second paragraph of Day 5, pointing out that the books of the New Testament all meet the four standards for authenticity .
Point to a few of the books in that paragraph that did not make the final cut and why .
As a group, consider how the standards of apostolicity, antiquity, orthodoxy, and universality satisfy a rational and historical approach to the books of the New Testament .
Read aloud the paragraph from Day 5 that begins “The early Christians seem to have done a good job,” inviting your group to also consider the solemnity of the faith of those early Christians and their holy duty to collect the proper books .
STEP 7 - Practical Application - Live Out the Session

Invite a volunteer to read aloud 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 .
Ask: According to these words of Paul, how confident was he in what he had learned, read, and understood about Jesus? How did that impact his faith?
Encourage your group to also find confidence in the faithful believers who received the Word from God, spread its message to one another, and preserved the truth of Jesus that we have today .
Close in prayer.
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The main point of this session is: We can trust the New Testament because its authors intended to report real events and wrote as honest, careful witnesses .
Focus on this goal: Develop confidence that the biblical authors were trustworthy reporters who wrote to tell the truth about what they saw and experienced .
Key Bible Passages: Luke 1:1-4; Luke 3:1-2; John 20:24-31

Before the Session

1 . Have a board and markers ready for your group discussion in Step 2 .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

Open your group time by asking for a show of hands from anyone who heard your pastor’s most recent sermon (whether that was a week ago or on the day of your class) .
Ask: Who can give me a quick overview of his message?
Enlist two or three people to recall the pastor’s teaching . At the end of each response, ask: Can you be sure that’s what he preached on?
How do you know?
If they have notes from the sermon, that’s great . But if not, ask: Are you sure your memory is good?
Explain to the group that you don’t really doubt your group’s memory, but you’re demonstrating how some people approach the Bible and the Gospels: they don’t have any confidence that the authors intended to report real events honestly and carefully .

STEP 2 - Searching for Clues

Grab your marker and ask: What are some different genres of writing?
As your group calls out answers (fantasy, fiction, sci-fi, etc .) . Write those
on the board . Hopefully someone will call out “history,” but if not, add it and circle the word .
Say: Some people wonder if the Bible writers truly meant to write the Gospel accounts as history; that’s our focus today.
As a group, use the information in Step 2 to consider the different alternatives to the Gospel authors: They may have (1) had a nonhistorical purpose, (2) had a deceitful purpose, (3) been deceived, or (4) been confused or mistaken .
Say: We want to be able to say with confidence, “Those documents are historically reliable.
STEP 3 - Writers of Fiction

Say: Let’s first consider that biblical authors may have had a nonhistorical purpose.
Invite volunteers to read Luke 1:1-4; 1 John 1:1-3; and Luke 3:1-2 from their Bibles . After each is read, invite the readers to scan back through the passage and share aloud some words or phrases from the authors themselves that point to their historical intent .
Use the information in Day 2 to stress that the authors had been meditating, had experienced the truth of Jesus through their senses, and had left historical markers in their writings to give us specific details to place the narratives in real history .
Invite a few volunteers to share their answers from Activity 2, noting the reliability of their accounts .
STEP 4 - With Deceitful Intent

Explain: Now, let’s consider whether the biblical authors may have intended to deceive.
Ask: Have you ever been told that the story of Jesus was all a hoax? How did you respond?
Use the information in Day 3 to point out that, when the Gospels were written, people did not deny that Jesus had lived; people simply did not believe He was who He claimed to be .

Read aloud the paragraph that begins “Second, not only,” from Day 3 and engage your group in considering how the faults of the writers and their subjects give credibility to the Gospel accounts .
STEP 5 - Simply Duped

Invite a volunteer to read aloud the opening question of Day 4: “What if the biblical authors were not so much deceivers as deceived themselves?”
Walk your group through the ideas presented in the Day 4 information: mass hallucination or pathological thinking, pointing to our author’s dismissal of both ideas .
Invite a volunteer to read aloud 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, stressing that the story of Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection is almost too ridiculous to be believable; only truth can explain the craziness of the Gospels .
Stress that the unbelief presented in the Gospels actually backs up the reliability of the story of Jesus .
STEP 6 - Utterly Confused

Invite one volunteer to read Matthew 28:1-10 and Luke 24:1-12, inviting
your group to follow along in their Bibles .
Ask: What inconsistencies do you see between these two accounts? Your group may notice a difference in the number of women, the number of angels, and the words spoken . Use the information in Day 5 to point out the possible resolutions, considering how differences in focus and attention to detail produce different accounts .
Ask: How might the differences in these two accounts actually give credibility to the story being told?
Read aloud the final paragraph of Day 5 .

STEP 7 - Practical Application - Live Out the Session

Invite a few volunteers to share aloud what they will take away from this week’s information .
Challenge your group to take some notes in their Bibles, perhaps at the beginning of the New Testament, so they can be mindful of the Gospel authors as they read and study the Bible .
Close in prayer, thanking God for His holy, beautiful, life-giving Word .
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The main point of this session is: Miracles—especially the resurrection of Jesus—are historically credible and central to the Christian faith .
Focus on this goal: Stand firm in confident trust that the risen Jesus is a historically grounded reality and let that confidence shape how you read Scripture and live the faith .
Key Bible Passages: Matthew 28:1-10; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:24-29;
1 Corinthians 15:3-8

Before the Session:

1 . Have a piece of paper and pen for each group member . You’ll use them in Step 1 .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

As learners arrive, hand each one a pen and a piece of paper .
To start class, explain: I’m going to give you exactly sixty seconds to list as many miracles of Jesus as you can. Please number them as you go. Start a timer or look at the clock and stop your group when they reach the sixty-second mark .
Invite one volunteer to read aloud his or her answer; if any others have additional miracles, invite them to share after the initial list .
Say: Most of us are familiar with Jesus’s miracles; they are the topic for this week’s study.
Open with prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to help the group stand firm in the historical reality of Jesus’s miracles and resurrection .

STEP 2 - The Problem of Miracles

Invite your group to consider this week’s key term, miracle, found in Day 1 .
Encourage your group to use this term in today’s discussion .
Remind your group that the goal of believing the accuracy of the Bible is not about mathematical certainty, but historical confidence .
Invite a volunteer to read aloud the paragraph from Day 1 that begins “Here’s the problem,” as well as the next paragraph, while your group follows in their guides .
Point your group to the list of extreme experiences in Activity 2, asking
for a show of hands for each item .
Choose one item from the list that seems impossible for you personally; point out that what seems impossible for most of you has actually been accomplished .
STEP 3 - Scientific and Philosophical Objections

Explain: There are two main arguments for declaring miracles to be impossible: some offer a scientific objection and some provide a philosophical one.
Engage your group with the Day 2 information by considering that scientific research may not be able to prove Christ’s miracles, but it also cannot disprove them; scientists are constantly discovering new things, and our understanding of the universe is far from complete .
Point out that the next argument looks to probability: the infinitely small chance of a miracle happening .
Read aloud the paragraph that begins, “This objection ends up proving too much,” pointing to the one-in-a-billion odds of the world’s fastest sprinter .
STEP 4 - The Plausibility of Biblical Miracles

Use the Day 3 information to point out that other ancient civilizations have their miracle accounts, but that the Bible’s account points not to exaggeration or legends; instead, they look to a shocked and stunned group of people who did not expect Jesus to rise from the dead .
Remind your group of the first-hand narrative of the Gospels and stress
that Jesus’s miracles were connected to the message He was proclaiming .
Help your group consider some of the miracles that Jesus didn’t perform: providing nice clothing or travel for Himself, performing parlor tricks, etc .

Stress that Jesus’s miracles were intentionally used to show His identity and authority .
STEP 5 - Everything Rests on the Resurrection

Set aside a few moments for a few different volunteers to read the following accounts of what happened immediately after Jesus’s resurrection: Matthew 28:1-10; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:24-29; and 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 .
After each passage is read, engage your group in discussing the characters in the passage and their reactions to Christ’s being raised from the grave: they are shocked and amazed .
Read aloud the paragraph that begins, “If the resurrection happened,” stressing that the entirety of the cross rests not on Jesus as a person but on His triumph over the grave .
Use the Day 4 text to dismiss the claims of a mistaken tomb or removed body; this was true resurrection .
STEP 6 - The Only Possible Explanation

Note aloud that the title for Day 5 is “The Only Possible Explanation .”
As a group, scan the text from Day 5 and verbally list how the resurrection of Christ impacted the lives of the men and women who knew Him .
Point to their rearranged lives, bold faith, and their sacrificial offering of their own lives in order to stand for the cross as total and complete fact .
Invite a volunteer to read aloud the paragraph that begins, “The accounts of the resurrection,” stressing that the word “resurrection” had a literal and concrete definition for believers 2,000 years ago, and it still stands for us today .
STEP 7 - Practical Application - Live Out the Session

Read aloud the last two lines of Day 5: The evidence before us is explained by only one possibility. Jesus was really, truly, bodily, historically resurrected from the dead .
Ask: If this is real, and we claim to believe it, how does that shape our understanding of the resurrection? And how does that impact our faith?
Close in prayer.
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The main point of this session is: Because Jesus truly rose from the dead, His authority secures our confidence that the whole Bible is the Word of God .
Focus on this goal: Respond to the risen Christ by trusting Scripture as God’s true Word and submitting to it with settled confidence .
Key Bible Passages: Matthew 16:21; Acts 2:22-36; Luke 24:44;
John 16:12-15

Before the Session

1 . Before your group arrives, write “Jesus rose from the dead” on a board . You’ll use this focus in Step 1 .
2 . Do some research on Daniel 7:13-14, considering its importance in the Bible and its significance in prophesying the Messiah .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

To open class, direct your group’s attention to the statement on the board . Ask the following, one at a time, and engage a volunteer in answering briefly: How did the death of Jesus impact history? How did it impact the disciples? How did it impact the city of Jerusalem?
Guide your group to consider that Jesus’s death and resurrection truly impacted everything . End by asking: How did the death of Jesus impact how we look at the rest of the Bible?
Remind your group that, for the majority of these sessions, you’ve been considering only the Gospels and how we can have confidence in their historical reliability and validity .

Say: Today, we’re going to consider how the dependability of the Gospels impacts the rest of the Bible.
STEP 2 - The Meaning of the Resurrection

Invite a volunteer to read the paragraph from Day 1 that begins “To Christians,” as well as the next paragraph .
Read aloud Matthew 16:13-20 and ask: How did Jesus reveal Himself to His disciples in this passage? (He was the Messiah, the Son of the living God, v . 16) .
Read aloud Matthew 16:21, pointing out that Jesus connected His identity as Messiah to His death and resurrection .
Explain: Jesus’s role and mission were defined in the Old Testament; His death and resurrection were integral to His being the promised One.
Enlist a volunteer to read Luke 24:44-45, explaining that this conversation happened after Jesus’s resurrection; He used the Old Testament to point to His identity as the Messiah .
STEP 3 - The Messiah Will Rise from the Dead

Invite a volunteer to read aloud Daniel 7:13-14 and share some of the background information you found in your personal research this week .
Remind your group that the title “Son of Man” is one of Jesus’s favorite ways to identify Himself, and its roots come from this Daniel 7 passage .
Read aloud Matthew 17:22-23, stressing that Jesus understood that His resurrection from the dead would reveal that He had fulfilled the Daniel 7 vision and prophecy .
Challenge your group to walk back through the three Scriptures found in Day 2, comparing similar phrases found in each .
STEP 4 - Resurrection and Identity

Instruct your group to turn to Acts 1 in their Bibles and enlist a volunteer to give an overview of that chapter by reading aloud the headings of
Acts 1:1–2:35 from his or her Bible .
Read aloud Acts 2:22-36 and invite your group to circle every word or phrase that points to the death or resurrection of Jesus .
Ask: What is Peter’s main message here? What is he revealing to the crowd about Jesus in this speech?

STEP 5 - What Does the Resurrection Mean for the Old Testament?

Say: And now let’s consider how Jesus Himself confirmed that the Old Testament Scriptures are true and reliable.
Invite a few volunteers to read aloud Deuteronomy 18:18 and John 3:34 .
Ask: According to these words of Jesus, how did He view the Old Testament?
Explain: “The Law, and the Prophets” point to all of the Old Testament because it refers to the instructions of God as well as His messages given through His spokesmen throughout the narrative of the Old Testament.
Challenge your group to flip through a Gospel book and find a place where Christ quotes the Old Testament; stress that Jesus regularly referred back to it as the final authority .
STEP 6 - What Does the Resurrection Mean for the New Testament?

Say: Now let’s consider how the Gospels point to the legitimacy of the rest of the New Testament.
Invite a volunteer to read aloud John 16:12-15 from Day 5 .
Point out how the Father would speak to Jesus, and the Holy Spirit would reveal to Jesus’s disciples everything they hadn’t heard yet; in essence, the New Testament would be the remainder of God’s holy Word!
Read aloud the paragraph that begins “As Christians, our confidence,” as well as the next paragraph .
Stress the words or phrases that stand out to you and draw you to the importance of the reliability of all of the Bible .
STEP 7 - Practical Application – Live Out the Session

Say: We’ve spent seven weeks asking why we should trust the Bible. So what is your answer? If time permits, go to each learner and enlist a response . If not, encourage them to text or email you their answers this week .
Close in prayer.
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The main point of this session is: Because people sin and fail to keep God’s law, no one can be justified or made right with God by their works .
Focus on this goal: Let go of trusting in your own righteousness, which can never make you right before God . Instead, put your trust in Christ alone for your salvation .
Key Bible Passages: Romans 3:19-23; 4:1-12; Galatians 3:10;
Philippians 3:8-9; Ephesians 2:8-10

Before the Session

1 . Display a list of key terms and definitions found in the study on posters, a marker board, or digital projection . Add “Justification” and “Righteousness” to the board .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

Encourage the group to identify famous rallying cries . (Samples: “Remember the Alamo!” “Give me liberty or give me death!” “Let’s roll!”)
Use the Introduction to explain that Sola Fide! (SO-lah FEE-day) was a rallying cry of the Reformation and to explore why believers still need “Faith Alone!” as a rallying cry .
Note: This study will examine several theological terms that require defining.
Display “Justification” and “Righteousness” along with their definitions (given in the introduction) and explain that they both come by faith alone .
Read aloud the main point statement for session 8 .

STEP 2 - The “Works of the Law” Defined

Declare: “Sola Scriptura!” is another rallying cry of believers. We must rely on what Scripture says about being made right with God.
Discuss Day 1 Activity 1 .
Display “works of the law” and its definition on the board . Ask: Why can’t righteousness be gained by works of the law?
Discuss the second question of Day 1 Activity 2 .
Invite someone to read the last paragraph of Day 1 .

STEP 3 - The Law Can’t Bring Salvation

Use Day 2 remarks to explain “works of the law” in Galatians .
Invite someone to read Galatians 3:10 . Lead the group to discuss what that verse teaches about works of the law .
Discuss Day 2 Activity 1 .
Ask: Why do we set ourselves up for failure when we believe we can earn a right standing before God by keeping all His rules?
Identify Paul’s consistent message in Romans and Galatians from the fourth paragraph of Day 2 .
State: If works of the law can’t save us, what’s the purpose of the law?
Read and discuss Galatians 3:19-26 .
Invite responses to Day 2 Activity 2 .

STEP 4 - Faith Alone Makes Us Right Before God

Ask a volunteer to read Romans 4:2 . Consider why Paul didn’t say “works of the law” when discussing Abraham .
State: Abraham couldn’t be justified by “works of the law” since the law wasn’t given until 430 years later. But he could have tried to earn God’s favor through good works. How might people try to do that today?
Assert that Abraham, like every human, was ungodly and sinful, yet God declared him righteous.
Discuss Day 3 Activity 1 .
Explain that Paul contrasts faith and works in Romans 9–10 .

Say: The righteousness of the law is based on doing (10:5), in contrast to the righteousness of faith, which relies on what God has done in Jesus Christ (10:6-8).
Invite a volunteer to read Romans 10:9-13 .
Point out that Day 3 Activity 2 asks whether we are pursuing righteousness by faith or works . Ask: How should we respond if we realize we’ve been pursuing righteousness by works rather than faith alone?
STEP 5 - The Righteousness from God Based on Faith

Note: Paul’s testimony in Philippians 3:2-9 shows how to respond when “Faith Alone!” is not our rallying cry.
Invite someone to read the Scripture passage . Analyze Paul’s pre-conversion view of himself .
Ask: What do people trust in to be considered righteous? Do these things deliver? What is our only hope to be found righteous before God?
Invite responses to Day 4 Activity 2 .

STEP 6 - You Have Been Saved by Grace Through Faith

State: Day 5 examines another passage contrasting faith and works.
Discuss Day 5 Activity 1 .
Read Ephesians 2:1-10. Say: Ephesians 2:1-10 is a remarkable text, for we see in this one text faith alone, grace alone, Christ alone, and the glory of God alone.
Lead a discussion with: Why must salvation be by grace alone? What kind of faith alone saves us? Why does salvation by faith in Christ alone result in glory to God alone?
STEP 7 - Practical Application - Live Out the Session

Declare: Our rallying cry needs to be one that’s been sung by every little girl since 2013: “Let it go! Let it go!”
Ask: What are specific ways you can let go of your own righteousness and declare with your life, “Sola Fide! Faith Alone!”
Urge adults to consider Day 5 Activity 2 and to speak with you if they’d like to know more about being made right with God by faith alone .
Close in prayer.
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The main point of this session is: Salvation comes through faith alone, as sinners trust in Jesus Christ rather than their own works .
Focus on this goal: Pay attention to the pattern of faith modeled for us in the Bible . We must repent of our sins, place our whole trust in Christ, and follow Him in obedience .
Key Bible Passages: Luke 7:50; John 20:30-31; Acts 16:31;
Romans 4:5; Ephesians 2:8-9

Before the Session

1 . Add “Synoptic Gospels” to your running display of key terms and definitions .
2 . You will not have enough time to follow every suggestion in this plan . Prayerfully choose the passages and questions that will resonate deepest with your group .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

Ask: When you make something, do you normally freestyle it or do you prefer to follow a pattern? Why?
Review by noting that the last session emphasized that nobody can be justified by good works because all people sin and fail to keep God’s law .
Remind the group of the challenge to let go of trusting their own righteousness and trust Christ alone for salvation .
State: We may struggle to live out that challenge because we are not quite sure what that looks like. Thankfully, we have a pattern of faith modeled for us in the Bible. This pattern shows us what it looks like to obtain and live out salvation through faith alone.

STEP 2 - Your Faith Has Saved You

Note: Day 1 examines the pattern of faith modeled in the Synoptic Gospels .
Define Synoptic Gospels and explain their purpose .
Point out that justification by faith alone is demonstrated in these Gospels through people’s encounters with Jesus .
State: Luke uses the phrase “your faith has saved you” three times.
Use the remarks in Day 1 to describe each instance .
(OPTION: Form the group into three teams . Instruct teams to read either Luke 7:36-50; Luke 17:10-19; or Luke 18:35-43 and discuss in their groups: How and why was the person in that passage saved? After a few minutes, ask teams to summarize their passage and answer the question .
STEP 3 - “Believing” in the Gospel of John

Note: Day 2 examines what belief means in the Gospel of John .
Invite a volunteer to read John 20:30-31 . Ask: What was John’s purpose in writing his Gospel? What would you say is the most well-known verse in John? What kind of belief are John 3:16 and 20:30-31 talking about?
Invite someone to read aloud John 11:21-27 .
Ask: How did Martha model saving faith?
Request that the group state the kind of belief John calls for from Day 2 .
Note: John contrasts believing with doing .
Discuss Day 2 Activity 1 .
Explain: The crowd’s desire for a king who would miraculously provide food led to Jesus’s statement that people must believe in His death, eat His flesh and drink His blood to enjoy eternal life. (See John 6:53-58) .
Discuss Day 2 Activity 2 .
Invite volunteers to share times they have thought or declared, “Lord, who else can I go to? You alone have the words of eternal life .”
Read aloud the last three sentences of Day 2 .

STEP 4 - Faith in the Book of Acts

Note: Day 3 explores the primacy of faith in the book of Acts .

Ask someone to read Acts 2:44 . Ask: What were the first Christians called?
Analyze why we must take the designation of “believer” seriously .
Discuss Day 3 Activity 1 .
Request that the adults complete this statement: “One must believe in Jesus to be	” (see second paragraph of Day 3 .) Invite someone to read
Acts 2:37-38 .
Ask: Did Peter tell people to believe, repent, or both? Explain your reasoning .
Invite responses to Day 3, activity 2 .
Add to the discussion by pointing out the negative pattern modeled by Simon in Acts 8 Refer to the last three paragraphs of Day 3 to summarize
two additional passages in Acts that emphasize faith alone .

STEP 5 - Believing in the Gospel Isn’t Optional

Note: Day 4 provides an extremely brief glimpse of Paul’s writings about faith alone .
State: We do not have time to examine everything Paul says about salvation through faith alone. However, we can see a simple pattern of faith emerge from his writings. Let’s start with what Paul says is of the utmost importance.
Discuss Day 4, activity 1 .
Summarize Paul’s teachings by reading the last paragraph of Day 4 .

STEP 6 - Characteristics of Saving Faith

Read Romans 4:17; 4:18-19; 4:20-22; 4:23-25 and identify characteristics of saving faith modeled by Abraham .
Read aloud Romans 5:1-5 and ask: What is the dynamic power of this faith?
Discuss Day 5, activity 2 .

STEP 7 - Practical Application – Live Out the Session

Encourage the group to summarize what they gained from this New Testament survey and briefly outline the pattern of faith modeled in Scripture .
Urge them to think about how they can model that pattern for others this week .
Close in prayer.
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The main point of this session is: Justification is when God legally declares sinners right with Him on the basis of Christ’s work on the cross . The cross shows both God’s mercy toward sinners and His justice toward sin .
Focus on this goal: Understand that our justification—the way God makes us right before Him—is rooted in God’s own righteous character .
Key Bible Passages: Romans 4:6-8,25; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 6:11;
15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Titus 3:5-7

Before the Session

1 . Add this session’s key terms to your display and refer to them as needed . 2 . Obtain lyrics to the hymn, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross .”

During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

Display a quarter . Ask: If I flip this and it lands on heads, is it still a quarter? What if it lands on tails?
Declare: Two sides; one coin. God’s justice and mercy are two sides of the same coin of God’s righteousness.
Discuss Day 1 Activity 1 .
Read the main point and goal statements for this session .
Explain that this session explores some theological terms, but we should focus on the magnitude of the cross . What Jesus did for us is so immense that no single word can describe it .

STEP 2 - Justification and the Doctrine of Salvation

Explain that Day 1 explores the term justification and its role in salvation .
Read the Day 1 statement, “Instead of contending for justification as the central doctrine of Paul’s theology, it is sufficient to say that it plays a crucial role in his theology.”
Guide the group to explore why justification is so crucial, using Day 1 remarks to add to the discussion .
State: Earlier sessions examined Romans because it presents Paul’s theology more fully than his other letters.
Discuss Day 1 Activity 2 .
Invite volunteers to read Romans 3:26 in different translations . Analyze how verse 26 shows that God’s justice against sin and mercy toward sinners are two sides of the same coin .
Ask: How might Romans 3:26 and Psalm 85:10 be saying something similar?
Read and discuss the last paragraph of Day 1 .

STEP 3 - Confessing Justification in 1 and 2 Corinthians

State: Day 2 continues exploring Paul’s theology of justification in his letters to the Corinthian church .
Invite a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 .
Analyze how the terms washed, sanctified, and justified relate to the doctrine of salvation .
Ask: What naturally results from being washed clean from our sins and declared right with God?
Declare: Justification will result in sanctification, which means to be set apart and made holy. In other words, we become less like our old selves and more like Jesus.
Invite responses to Day 2 Activity 1 .
Declare: We can only be washed, sanctified, and justified because of the amazing transfer that occurred when God’s justice and mercy met at the cross.
Discuss Day 2 Activity 2 .

Ask: How does that transfer help us live less like our old selves and more like Jesus?
STEP 4 - Justification and Other Aspects of Salvation

Say: Day 3 shows that justification is distinct from salvation and forgiveness but closely related to both.
Invite someone to read 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 . Ask: What is conversion according to these verses? What are the converted saved from?
Discuss Day 3 Activities 1 and 2 .

STEP 5 - God’s Saving Righteousness

Say: Day 4 examines the relationship between justification and God’s righteousness . Explain the Old Testament meaning of God’s righteous acts .
Discuss Day 4 Activity 1 . Point out that many Old Testament passages equate God’s righteousness with His salvation, justice, and vindication .
Discuss Day 4 Activity 2 .
Ask: How is God’s mercy revealed as He displays His righteousness?

STEP 6 - God’s Righteousness is the Norm

Display the quarter again and remind the group that God’s mercy and wrath are two sides of His righteous character .
Ask: Why are many people uncomfortable with the idea of God’s wrath? Explore whether God can be righteous if He doesn’t show wrath against sin . Say: Day 5 explores the truth that God’s righteousness is the norm.
Discuss Day 5 Activity 1 .
Identify verses from Psalm 99 that echo Psalm 85:10 and Romans 3:26, showing that God is both just and the justifier .
STEP 7 - Practical Application - Live Out the Session

State: It’s important to understand these theological terms, but even more important is recognizing that our righteous God’s mercy toward sinners and His justice toward sin met at the cross, and that we respond appropriately.
Read the lyrics to the hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross .”
Close in prayer.
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The main point of this session is: Believers are already justified because we are united to Christ by faith, yet we also await the future judgment when our justification will be publicly announced to the whole world .
Focus on this goal: Live in hope of the final judgment, confident that God will vindicate believers in Christ on the last day .
Key Bible Passages: Romans 4:25; 8:33-34; Galatians 5:5;
Philippians 3:9

Before the Session

1 . Add “eschatology” to your display of key terms (and “forensic justification” if you haven’t already) .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

Ask: What are some things you’re hoping will happen in the next few months? How confident are you that those hopes will actually be realized? What is the reason for your confidence or lack of confidence?
Note: Sometimes what has happened in the past or is happening now gives us hope that a future event will occur. This is true of a believer’s justification.
Read the main point and goal statements for this session .

STEP 2 - Justification Is God’s Verdict on the Last Day

Read the first paragraph of Day 1, pausing for responses to the author’s questions . Be sure to define “eschatological .”
Use Day 2 Activity 1 to explore how justification is a future occurrence .

Analyze how those “will be” statements might cause some to feel impatient or hopeless, while causing others to “eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness .” Declare: If our justification is just in the future, we might struggle to hold on to hope. But for the Christian, justification is also a past event, which means we now enjoy righteousness by faith.
Use Day 1 Activity 2 to explore how justification is a past event .
Invite responses to Day 1 Activity 3 .

STEP 3 - Justification, the Resurrection of Jesus, and the Future Verdict of Believers

Discuss Day 2, activity 1 .
Invite a volunteer to read 1 Timothy 3:16 . Ask: What does this poetic explanation of the mystery of the gospel declare happened at Jesus’s resurrection? How would Jesus rising from the dead vindicate, justify Him from all the accusations made against Him?
Use the Day 2 remarks to explore how Jesus’s resurrection is an eschatological event . Evaluate what implications Jesus’s vindication has for every believer .
Read the Day 2 paragraph that begins with “Believers in Jesus Christ
are now justified	” Declare: That truth means believers live in the tension
of the now but not yet. Guide the group to explore the already but not yet reality of justification .
State: When we put our faith in Christ’s death and resurrection, we were justified, declared right with God. That has already happened. We eagerly wait for the future hope of the day when our righteousness in Christ will be declared to the entire world.
Discuss Day 2 Activity 2 .
Invite a volunteer to read the last paragraph of Day 2 .
Invite responses to the first question of Day 2 Activity 3 .

STEP 4 - The Old Testament Shows Us God is a Just Judge

Explain that the author then addresses a theological debate about forensic and transformative justification, which in simple terms addresses whether God declares a believer righteous (forensic justification) or makes a believer righteous (transformative justification) Using logic and Scripture, the author
makes the case for forensic justification .

Ask: From a logical standpoint, does a righteous judge make, or declare, someone guilty or innocent? Explain your reasoning .
Use the Day 3 remarks to note that Old Testament books like Job and the prophets refer to the forensic nature of justification .
Invite someone to read the last full paragraph of Day 3, “In all of these	”
Discuss Day 3 Activity 2 .

STEP 5 - How Paul Understands God’s Law Court

Note that the Old Testament view of forensic righteousness helps us understand the New Testament doctrine of forensic justification .
Discuss Day 4 Activity 1 .
Ask: Our justification—being declared right with God—is not only a past event or future hope; it is our present reality. What impact can that truth have on our daily lives? Note that the author again cites verses showing that no one is declared righteous by keeping the law .
Invite responses to Day 4 Activity 2 .

STEP 6 - Counted Righteous

The author continues his support of forensic justification by exploring the terms “count” and “credit ”
Ask: What might we mean when we say things like, “Give me some credit,” “Don’t count that against me,” or “I’m going to count that as a win”?
Use the second paragraph of Day 5 to note how count is used two different ways in Scripture .
Ask a volunteer to read Romans 4:22-25 Evaluate how “credited” is used in
that passage .
Discuss Day 5 Activity 1 Ask: What should those truths compel us to do?
Discuss Day 5 Activity 2 .

STEP 7 - Practical Application – Live Out the Session

Ask: What might it look like on a daily basis—in our thoughts, words, actions, and relationships—for us to live in hope of the final judgment, confident that God will vindicate believers in Christ on the last day?
Close in prayer.
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The main point of this session is: Imputation means that Christ’s obedience is credited to us . Because we are united to Christ by faith, God counts Christ’s righteousness as our own .
Focus on this goal: Be confident before God, knowing that Christ’s righteousness is counted as our own .
Key Bible Passages: Romans 1:17; Romans 3:21-26; Romans 10:3-4;
Philippians 3:9

Before the Session

1 . Add “imputation” and “union with Christ” to your display of key terms .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

Ask: Do you know anyone who lives with the mindset, “What’s yours is mine”--someone who assumes everything is theirs for the taking?
Describe that person.
Ask: Do you know anyone who seems to live with the mindset of, “What’s mine is yours”? If so, describe that person.
Explain: In a simple way, these two mindsets illustrate the doctrine of imputation. Jesus says to believers, “What’s mine is yours,” and believers can honestly say to Jesus, “What’s yours is mine.”
Read the main point statement for the session aloud .

STEP 2 - The Righteousness of God Revealed in the Gospel

State: To grasp the main point, we must explore Paul’s phrase “the righteousness of God.” Explain that this is a phrase that refers to an attribute of God .
Discuss Day 1 Activity 1 .
State: As we examined in Session 10, Paul goes on in Romans 3:21-26 to describe how God’s judging and saving righteousness met at the cross.
Invite a volunteer to read the third paragraph of Day 1, beginning with “The righteousness of God is uniquely	” Declare: That means righteousness
isn’t just an attribute of God; it’s a gift of God granted to those who believe .
Invite responses to Day 1 Activity 2 .
Request that a volunteer read the last sentence of Day 1 .

STEP 3 - We Cannot Establish Our Own Righteousness

Note: Once again the author reminds us that we cannot establish our own righteousness .
Use the Day 2 remarks to explain how Paul’s story in Philippians 3:2-11 relates to unbelieving Israel in Romans 10:1-4 .
Explain: In both those passages Paul contrasted righteousness by law with righteousness by faith. In Day 2 the author draws on several passages to emphasize that righteousness is a gift of God given to believers.
Discuss Day 2 Activity 2 .

STEP 4 - The Righteousness of God is Forensic—Changing Our Standing Before God

Remind the group that Session 11 examined forensic justification—God declaring believers righteous despite their sin. Day 3 shows that this verdict is not empty words; it creates a new reality, literally changing our standing before God.
Invite responses to Day 3 Activity 1 .
Read aloud Day 3 paragraph beginning with “I would suggest that	”
Refer to key terms “imputation” and “union with Christ ”
Discuss Day 3 Activity 2 .

STEP 5 - Jesus’s Obedience is Credited to Us When We Are United to Him

Discuss Day 4 Activity 1 .
Point out that Romans 5:18 does not teaching universalism, the idea that everyone will be saved .
Discuss Day 4 Activity 3 .
Explain that Romans 5:12-19 teaches imputation . Note that we are more familiar with amputation than imputation . Ask someone to define amputation .
State: With amputation, something vital is cut off; with imputation, something vital is placed on. When we trust Christ, God removes our sin and credits us with Christ’s righteousness.
Encourage adults to underline the Day 4 statement, “The whole of Jesus’s obedience—the entirety of His righteous life—is counted or credited to us when we are united to Him” and reflect on it for a moment.
STEP 6 - Those United to Christ Receive His Righteousness

Remind the group that this study, Faith Alone, emphasizes that we receive God’s gifts by faith, not by works .
Discuss Day 5 Activity 1 .
Remind the group that in Session 10 (Day 2 Activity 2) you examined
2 Corinthians 5:21 and the great exchange that takes place when we place our faith in Christ .
Invite a volunteer to read that verse aloud and explain how it teaches imputation .
Declare: When we trust Jesus, He takes our sin and gives us His righteousness.
Discuss Day 5 Activity 2 .

STEP 7 - Practical Application – Live Out the Session

Read the goal statement for this session .
Ask: How has this study on imputation helped you grow in confidence before God? How can you live out that confidence in your daily life?
Close in prayer.
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The main point of this session is: Saving faith is more than agreeing with true statements about Jesus . True faith always shows itself in obedience and good works .
Focus on this goal: Evaluate whether your faith is living and active, producing obedience and good works .
Key Bible Passages: James 2:14-26; Matthew 13:20-23; Matthew 25:31-46; John 3:36; Galatians 5:6

Before the Session

1 . Add this session’s key terms to your display .


During the Session

STEP 1 - Create Interest / Jumpstart Discussion

Invite volunteers to identify times when they’ve wanted to say, “Okay, okay, I get it! You don’t have to keep telling me!”
State: At times throughout this study we may have wanted to say, “Okay, we get it! You don’t have to keep telling us about faith alone!”
Ask: But do we really get it? Do we really believe we are made right with God by faith alone and not by our works? What leads you to that conclusion?
Note: We often struggle with this because we misunderstand the role of good works in salvation. That is what we will examine today.
STEP 2 - Mental Assent Isn’t Saving Faith

Ask a volunteer to read the first paragraph of Day 1 . Explore what the author means by “bare faith .”
State: James says a “saying faith” is dead.

Discuss Day 1 Activity 1 .
Explore how demons have bare faith .
Invite one volunteer to read James 2:21-24 and another to read
Romans 4:2-5 . Ask: Are James and Paul in conflict, both using Abraham to bolster their positions as Team Works or Team Faith? Explain your reasoning.
Show a quarter and remind the group that in Session 10 you saw how God’s justice and mercy are two sides of the same coin .
State: In the same way, faith and works are two sides of the same coin of salvation. Paul and James are not in conflict; they are each emphasizing a different side of the same “coin.” (You can refer to the Day 5 discussion
of Paul and James here or wait until you guide the group to discuss Day 5 .) Emphasize the Day 1 statement, “Faith is shown as genuine when it is brought to completion by our actions.”
STEP 3 - Deficient Faith Does Not Last

Invite a volunteer to read aloud Matthew 13:18-23 .
Evaluate which soils describe bare faith, which describe genuine faith, and why . Emphasize the Day 2 statement: “Genuine faith . . . has a persevering and abiding quality.”
Invite responses to Day 2 Activity 1 .
Ask: What can we learn from positive examples of genuine faith?
Note: We can learn from negative examples as well, such as those Paul mentioned who proved by their actions that their faith wasn’t genuine.
Discuss Day 2 Activity 2 .

STEP 4 - Good Works Are a Result of and Evidence of a Genuine Faith

Point out the Gospel of Matthew teaches that good works are a result of and evidence of a genuine faith .
Discuss Day 3 Activity 1 .
Briefly summarize the parable of the sheep and goats from Matthew 25:31-46 .
Invite someone to read aloud the last paragraph of Day 3 . Invite volunteers to share what they find challenging and encouraging to them from that paragraph .

STEP 5 - True Faith Requires Obedience

State: John 3:16, the most well-known verse in the Bible, emphasizes the importance of belief for salvation. But when we read it in its fuller context, we see it emphasizes works as well.
Discuss Day 4 Activity 1 .
Point out: John emphasized the importance of obedience in his Gospel.
Invite someone to read aloud John 14:15,21-24 . Note: John was even more emphatic about the necessity of obedience and good works in his letter of 1 John.
Invite volunteers to read 1 John 3:7-10 and 1 John 1:8–2:1 . Discuss how these passages fit together, using the Day 4 remarks .
Emphasize from Day 4 that “obedience flows from faith, from believing that Jesus is the Christ .”
Discuss Day 4 Activity 2 .

STEP 6 - True Faith Always Leads to Works

Read aloud the first paragraph of Day 5 . Evaluate what motivates true obedience to God .
Invite responses to Day 5 Activity 2 .
Analyze how true faith manifests itself, using the Day 5 remarks .
Note: Ephesians 2:8-10, one of the primary passages proclaiming “Sola Fide! Faith alone!”, also mentions works.
Invite someone to read aloud Ephesians 2:8-10 . Ask: What comes first in this passage—faith or works? Why must we keep that order in mind?
STEP 7 - Practical Application – Live Out the Session

Note: This session has asked some sobering questions, such as Activity 2 in Days 1, 2, and 3, and Activities 1 and 3 in Day 5. These are not intended to scare us but compel us to evaluate whether our faith is living and active.
Urge the group to respond to those questions this week if they have not already done so .
Assure them you would be happy to meet with them and discuss their responses .
Close in prayer.
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